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USDA Climate Hub Building Block: Conservation 
of Sensitive Lands  
 USDA Climate Hubs are working with producers, ranchers, pasture and forest 
landowners to effectively partner in ways to help reduce climate change. To aid 
in this partnership, USDA established the 10 Building Blocks for Climate Smart 
Agriculture and Forestry.   

  

One such Building Block is the “Conservation of Sensitive Lands”.  The term 
“sensitive lands” denotes soils and landscapes that are valuable due to 
properties (e.g., high organic matter, wet hydrology) and/or function (e.g., 
wildlife habitat, filtration, and hydrologic storage). Typical examples of these 
soils are organic rich histosols, floodplains, or wetlands along riparian areas. 
Properties and functions of these soils are easily disrupted from agricultural or 
urban land use.   

  

Sensitive lands that are used for agricultural production can be protected by 
changes in land use (long-term cover). This reduction in land use intensity can 
provide multiple environmental benefits, including substantial GHG mitigation 
that occurs as carbon is sequestered or preserved in soils and vegetation. 
When land is removed from crop production, several activities—including 
tillage, nitrogen fertilization, and energy use—are substantially reduced or 
eliminated, generating additional GHG mitigation.   

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/23325277/copy#link_1473779591014
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/23325277/copy#link_1473778103309
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/23325277/copy#link_1473778690358
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/23325277/copy#link_1473779627486
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/23325277/copy#link_1473779641308
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/23325277/copy#link_1473779438042
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sd
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FSA and NRCS are committed to identifying these sensitive lands and 
encouraging landowners, farmers, and ranchers to voluntarily adopt 
conservation systems--using financial and technical assistance--to generate 
GHG benefits. To read more about Conservation of Sensitive Lands, click the 
following link: 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/4_SensitiveLands.pdf 

  

 For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/ 

  

 

USDA Extends Margin Protection Program for 
Dairy Enrollment Deadline  

USDA announced that it will extend the deadline for dairy producers to enroll in 
the Margin Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy to Dec. 16, 2016, from the 
previous deadline of Sept. 30. This voluntary dairy safety net program, 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating 
dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and 
feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the producer. A USDA 
web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to 
calculate levels of coverage available from MPP based on price projections.  

 

 

Upcoming Acreage Reporting Dates 
 In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the 
Name County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for your County: 
May 31, 2016                        Deadline was for Crop Year 2017 Nursery Crops 
September 30, 2016            Controlled Environment Crops and Value Loss Crops 
November 15, 2016              Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Fall seeded small grains 
January 2, 2017                    Honey 

  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 

http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/4_SensitiveLands.pdf
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool


lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your County FSA office  

 

FSA Accepting Request for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all Eligible 
Commodities after Harvest 
 Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers must 
meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member contribution.   

  

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds.  These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.  MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to the actively engaged in farming, cash-rent 
tenant, Adjusted Gross Income provisions or the payment limitation.  

  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested.  

  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 
annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, 
agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment 
limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity certificate 
exchange.  

  

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an 
MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI 
does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.  

  

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov. 

  

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  
 FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are unable 
to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program.   

  

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended to 
relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider  

setting aside the portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.  

  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.    

  

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the 
debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the disaster 
occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.    

  

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.   

  

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or 
before the final due date of the loan.    

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office 

 

Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less 
than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

  

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger.  Augers, power 
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing. 

  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to 
mention children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure 
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.  



  

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 


